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 News and Events 
Student Central is Open for Business 
GSU’s new Student Central (D1400 in the Main Entry Atrium) is 
the one-stop-shop for many of the university’s most popular 
student services. 
 
Services will be available in the new location as follows: 
• Office of Admission: Wednesday, February 16  
• Interdisciplinary Studies Program (IDSS): Thursday, February 
17 
• Welcome Center/Information Booth: Friday, February 18 
• Office of Financial Aid: Wednesday, February 23 
 
In addition, limited cashier and academic advising services will be available in the near 
future. Stop by today and join the excitement. 
 
CAS Dean Candidate on Campus 
Dr. Abbey Zink, candidate for the position of CAS Dean, will be on campus on Monday, February 
21. The candidate will participate in a full day of interviews, including a public presentation on 
her vision for CAS. There will also be time for the audience to ask questions of the candidate. 
 
All students, staff, and faculty are invited to the public presentation. 
 
The public presentation by Dr. Zink (view vitae) (view bio) will be Monday, February 21, at 1:30 
p.m., in the Hall of Honors. All attendees are asked to complete an evaluation form of Dr. Zink's 
presentation. 
 
For more information, contact Penny Perdue at ext. 4130. 
 
Root for GSU 
Table Tennis returns to GSU with the Spring NCTTA Regional Tournament on Saturday, 
February 19. Everyone is welcome to attend, bang those thunder sticks, and cheer GSU’s Table 
Tennis Team to another victory. The tournament is from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Recreation and 
Fitness Center gymnasium. Admission is free. 
 
Happy Belated New Year 
Because of the recent show storm the celebration of the Chinese New Year 
was delayed. . Students, faculty, and staff are invited to join the celebration 
of the Year of the Rabbit on Friday, February 18, from noon to 4 p.m., in the 
Student Commons. 
 
Information Session on Nursing Programs 
The GSU Nursing Department will host an open house and information session for individuals 
interested in learning more about RN-to-BSN, Master of Science in Nursing (MSN), or Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) programs on today, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Hall of Honors. 
 
Nursing faculty members and an advisor will be available for individual consultation. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 
 
Time to Vote 
Elected student representatives speak for GSU students as student senators, student trustee on the 
GSU Board of Trustees, and representative to IBHE. Students may vote for their representatives 
from February 21 through 25 at the website . 
 
Don’t forget to vote and let your voice be heard. 
 
Research Workshop Scheduled 
In another of a series of ongoing research workshops, the Health Disparities Research program of 
the College of Health and Human Services will host a free program on the Analysis of Large Data 
Sets. The workshop will be held on Tuesday, February 22, from 12:30 to 3 p.m., in the Nursing 
Laboratory, located in the basement of the Faculty Office Center (“G Building”) at GSU. 
 
Richard T. Campbell, Ph.D., Professor of Biostatistics and Sociology in the Institute for Health 
Research and Policy and the School of Public Health, Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago, will present at the workshop. 
 
Topics included are advantages and disadvantages of using secondary data; sources of secondary 
data; data documentation; IRB issues, and pitfalls in analyzing complex surveys. 
 
Boxed lunches will be provided. Space is limited to 25 attendees. To register, contact Dr. Penny 
Havlicek at ext. 3082. 
 
Education Career Fair 2011 
The Office of Career Services is sponsoring an employment fair for people interested in jobs and 
internship opportunities in education and related fields on Tuesday, February 22, from 3 to 6 p.m., 
in the Hall of Governors. 
 
Current students, alumni, and community members are invited to attend. Potential employers are 
also invited to register as participants. This is an opportunity to match jobs and internship 
positions with qualified personnel. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
For more information or to register, call 708.235.3974. 
 
Emmy Award Winning Film 
As part of GSU’s African American History Month activities, there will be a special screening and 
discussion of the 2010 Emmy Award winning independent film Girls on the Wall. 
 
The screening will be on Monday, February 21, at 4:30 p.m., in Engbretson Hall. A discussion of 
the film led by Mariame Kaba will follow. Kaba is the Executive Director of Project Nia, which 
facilitates the creation of community-focused responses to youth violence and crime. 
 
Girls on the Wall follows incarcerated teenage girls as they work toward redemption through the 
creation and production of a musical based on their lives. As the girls write and stage their play, 
they take the first steps toward breaking free of the prison system. The film features girls from the 
juvenile prison in Warrenville, Illinois. 
 
Student Life sponsors this event in collaboration with the Cook County Commission on Women’s 
Issues for the Fifth and Sixth Districts. The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, call 708.534.4552.  
 
Blood Bank Deposits 
The recent severe winter weather and dropping temperatures has affected blood inventories for 
patients being treated in area hospitals.  Heartland Blood Centers is reporting an urgent need for 
blood donors to rebuild blood inventories that have plummeted due to the winter storm. 
 
Students, faculty, and staff will have the opportunity to respond to the call for blood donors on 
February 21, from 3 to 7 p.m., in E-Lounge. The Master’s in Occupational Therapy student club is 
sponsoring the blood drive. 
 
Photo identification is required to donate blood. Walk-ins are welcome. To sign up online, visit 
www.heartlandbc.org. 
 
Campaign Celebration 
The rescheduling of the Campus Community Campaign wrap up celebration gives everyone a 
little more time to contribute to the campaign and to participate in the drawings for great prizes. 
The celebration will be held on Monday, February 28, at noon, in the cafeteria. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. Prizes will be awarded and refreshments will be served. 
 
Prizes include two GSU parking spaces valid for one year, with the winners picking the spaces; an 
overnight stay with dinner for two at the Empress Hotel in Joliet; brunch for four at the Odyssey 
Country Club in Tinley Park; and a one year membership at the GSU Recreation and Fitness 
Center. Everyone is eligible to participate in the drawing for prizes. Donations are not required. 
 
Sign up today for the Campus Community Campaign. Contact your department’s CCC volunteer 
or stop by the GSU Development Office in Room D34200. 
 
CCC volunteers are: Lisa Carra; Kyusuk Chung; Cheri Garey; Adrienne Gray; Mary Hession; 
Rosemary Hulett; Judy Freneau; Julie Labuda; Victoria Lloyd; Nancy Miller; Lydia Morrow 
Ruetten; Margaret Neumann; Lise Schneider; Jackie Small; Jessica Sprecht; Jill Stanley; Mike 
Sullivan; Lori Townsend; Merri Wilkerson; and Ayita Woods. 
 
ScholarShip – Karen Peterson, Pam Guimond, Kathy Gillespie 
Dr. Karen Peterson of COE will deliver the keynote address at the Illinois 
New Teacher Collaborative Conference on March 2, in Springfield. The title 
of Peterson’s address is Continuing the Continuum. 
 
Also in March, Peterson will present at the 2011 
National Association of Alternative Certification. With 
NAAC colleagues Dr. Judith Hayes and Dr. Nell 
Ingram, she will present a pre-conference workshop, 
Construction the Blue Prints for Nontraditional Teacher Preparation 
Programs: Structure, Systems, and Sustainability. 
 
At the conference, Peterson and two graduates of the GSU Alternative 
Certification Program, Dr. Vickie Person and Pia Conte, will present Teachers 
Certified through Governors State University Alternative Certification Program 
Share their Experiences. 
 
Peterson will also present at the 2011 National Association of Alternative 
Certification Conference with Dr. Pam Guimond of CAS in a session entitled 
High Quality Teacher Preparation: Moving from Internship to Residency. 
 
Peterson and Kathy Gillespie, GSU Alternative Certification Assessment 
coordinator and adjunct faculty, are serving on the NAAC Host Committee. GSU Alternative 
Certification program completer, Mary Jan Kruger, music teacher in West Harvey Dixmoor 
District 147 and her second and third grade choir will perform at a lunch session during the 
NAAC Conference. 
 
Talk About Outcomes 
Although the snow storm delayed it, the conversation must go on! Faculty and staff are 
encouraged to join the conversation about general education outcomes for GSU undergraduates on 
Wednesday, February 23, from 3 to 4 p.m. in Room D34115. Discussion topics include general 
education goals, learning assessments, and student feedback. No preparation or RSVP required. 
 
This meeting is sponsored by the GSU Committee on Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
(CASLP) and facilitated by members of the HLC Assessment Academy Team.  
 
Eat Well 
As part of National Eating Disorder Awareness Week, the Academic Resource Center will host an 
informative workshop on eating disorders on Thursday, February 24, from noon to 1 p.m. in 
Room B1241. 
 
The workshop will include explanations of the causes, effects, and treatments of eating disorders, 
and an opportunity for participants to ask questions. The workshop is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. For more information, call ext. 7334. 
 
Dig Up Your Roots 
The University Library is offering four genealogy workshops this spring.  These workshops may 
be taken singly or as a series. They are free and open to the public. 
 
Starting Your Family Tree begins the workshop series on February 24, from 2 to 4 p.m., in room 
D2401B. This workshop helps beginners by providing a comprehensive check list of questions to 
ask relatives, what documents to collect, and where to find them. 
 
The next workshop topic is Using FamilySearch.org in Your Genealogy Research. Family Search 
is one of the fastest growing free online websites to use in the search for vital family records. 
Basic computer skills are required for this workshop, which will be held on March 10, from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m., in the Computer Lab (D2435). 
 
The third workshop in the series, Finding Those Vital Records in Your Genealogy Research, is 
offered on March 31, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Computer Lab (D2435). Participants learn 
how to find birth, marriage, and death certificates from indexes, online websites, county offices, 
and archive depositories. Basic computer skills are required for this workshop. 
 
The final workshop on genealogy is Breaking Down Those Brick Walls in Your Genealogy. It is 
offered on April 21, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the Computer Lab (D2435). This workshop will 
help remove roadblocks that may make the discovery of valuable family information difficult. 
Basic computer skills are required. 
 
Registration may be made online at the Library workshop website or by contacting Pam Taylor at 
ext. 7527. 
 
Alumni Matters - Chasity Wells-Armstrong 
Chasity Wells-Armstrong was recently recognized as a 2011 Emerging Leader by the National 
Association of Social Workers (NASW) Illinois Chapter. Chasity has worked in a variety of social 
service settings and in state government serving persons with developmental disabilities, juvenile 
justice and incarceration issues, substance abuse issues, homelessness, and unemployment issues. 
 
Chasity is a NASW board member, member of Zonta International, was appointed to the 
Executive Committee of the NAACP (Kankakee Branch), and served as Constituent Services 
Director for former U.S. Representative Debbie Halvorson. Chasity received her BSW in Social 
work in ’07 and her MSW in ’08 from GSU. 
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